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The Marechal de Vauban had died of grief at the
ill-success of his task and his zeal, as I have related in
its place. Poor Boisguilbert, in the exile his zeal had
brought him, was terribly afflicted, to find he had in-
nocently given advice which he intended for the relief
of the State, but which had been made use of in this
frightful manner. Every man, without exception, saw
himself a prey to the tax-gatherers: reduced to calcu-
late and discuss with them his own patrimony, to re-
ceive their signature and their protection under the
most terrible pains; to show in public all the secrets
of his family; to bring into the broad open daylight
domestic turpitudes enveloped until then in the folds
of precautions the wisest and the most multiplied.
Many had to convince the tax agents, but vainly, that
although proprietors, they did not enjoy the tenth part
of their property. All Languedoc offered to give up
its entire wealth, if allowed to enjoy, free from every
impost, the tenth part of it. The proposition not only
was not listened to, but was reputed an insult and se-
verely blamed.

Monseigneur le Due de Bourgogne spoke openly
against this tax, and against the finance people, who
lived upon the very marrow of the people; spoke with
a just and holy anger that recalled the memory of Saint-
Louis, of Louis XII., father of the People, and of Louis
the Just. Monseigneur, too, moved by this indigna-
tion, so unusual, of his son, sided with him, and showed
anger at so many exactions as injurious as barbarous,
and at "so many insignificant men so monstrously en-
riched with the nation's blood. Both father and son
infinitely surprised those who heard them, and made